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CHAPTER XX,

NIGHT IN THE RIVER,

I conld not help wondering at my Impudence in
ing my love-business on the mind of a sea-
captain, full of the responsibility of a big ship,
crowded with passengers and loaded down to her
chain-plate bolts with valuable merchandise, How-
ever, 1 had calenlated upon his help and was not
going to be cheated ont of it; and, besides, thers
would be & freemasonry between us which few
jandsmen could fully understand, We had been
old shipmates, had had mauny a frolic together
gshiore under Southern and Eastern skics, were fast
friends while professionally associated, and conse-
guently he wonld act and gpeak before me privately
withontany of the reserve he would think necessary
to waintain for the prescrvation of his dignity in
the presence of others, What sort of enptain he
made 1 could not yet tell; but I remem bered him
g% o smart, excesdingly intelligent seumanas second
mate; & man who had made his position by hard
waork and close attenuon to lus duties; who, if he
had not orept aboard throngh the hawso-pipes, had
not gained admittance by the cabin-window, bat as
anpreatice had worked his way up out of the slushi-
pot into commanid of one of the finest ships which

then traded to Anstraling

Lanch was on the table, and I went into the enddy
o tuke my nrst weal aboard the Strathmore. Ouly
two or three of the passengers came {o the tabie;
g thesd bheing Captain Jeckson, who talked in
A loud voies to Thompson., who sat at the head of
the table; and 1 remember the navy man mguiring
§f tlie ship was not vneommionly deep m the water,
to which li"lu:nup_'m!l veplied that her height of side
wis o ineh move Chan she had lust vovage.

s Well,” says Captain Jack=on, “It's my ignorance

of morchant-vessels that makes me ask the ques-

tion. 1 was brought up in frigates and Hne-of-

battlo ships, sir. and am used to a dip of twenty

feet, sir. and when I required to i]mlsm our pace of

#ulling by looking over the side [ had to peer a long
ay down before I came to water.”

“You're going toalter all thatin thenavy, T hear,”
gavs Thompsou: “hulls are to be Mush” wita the
witer, aren't they, and nothing’s to show but the
things von point vour guns out of [

SO eried Captain Jackson, scornfully, = what's

ing to be altered in the navy 1 am sure I dou’t

now. 1'msorry, but Lean't help the changes, sir,
ron and steam are the curse of the country, sir.
hoy hinve robbed us of onr ships and of our sailors,
hat's & man-of-war ia these fimss? Ao imienss
flonting kettle, sir, with fire insideit andsteam Mow-
fngon: of the spout. Aud howean they eall themen
who man those monstrous utensils sailors? What
uld Nelson have done with a parcel of fellows
nehtupin floating sance ans, where therears no
aris to brace about, where a bolt of canvas wonld
arnish all the sail needed, and where the Lelm 1s
worked by a steam-engine 1 ;
‘Fhumpson tipped me a wink as the prejudiced old
el low mnppmr his chatter by filling his month,
his specimen of the gallant captain’s opibions
made me glad to think that he was to be one of ug,
as 1 wight reckon upon a deal of amnsement. Nojhi-
morist eqadls the man who ]pna!_es his elusing veurs
in pointing to the past with one hamnd and patting
the nose nf the present with the other; and | never
%tom ﬁf hearing such people and encouraging them
talk.

He began again abount the Strathmore being over-
Jouded, and hus wife, a_large, stont lady with a cast
in her port eye, who sat next him, said she was sorry
to hear he hid misgiviogs on that subject, for no-
body could nuagine how deeply her hushand was
versed in all nautical matters, beiug the author, not
ouly of a marine dictionary, but of & work on the

anacement of boats at sei, On this the Irish lady
Elrs. ' Brien, who was seated near hompson, said
1o him, * Captain, if the gentleman knows all about
ft, and says the ship is too deep, then she wust be
unsaie, and 1 hope you'll have her lightened beforg
we get among the waves, which they tellme roll
wountains bigh in the Bay of Biseav,

How Daniel eased their minds I do not know, fo
having tinished Tunch, and snspecting that Graves-
end would not be far off, T left the table and went
on deck to look about me, thinking, as I monnted
the companion steps, leaving my friends blandly
jabbering about free-hoard and tomunge (Ronl-nick-
euing subjects), that the old navy man wonld give

im some trouble with his prejudice: and notions if

+did not i ind his eye.

It was L =-past oue, or later yet, and we were in
North Hope, s the streteh of water hetwixt Gravs
aud Tilburyuvess is called, and by squinting over
the port bow 1 could see where Grnvesend lay by
the eolor of the sky there. The wind had freshened
E:-I the water was treanbling and rouning in o sfress

{ littls waves under it; the smoke from the tug's
wnel fled away flat from the orifice and hlew down
wpon the water; a conple of yachts, with the tacks
of their moiosails triced up, were pusang nsina
‘surnt her of foam, through which their greenish eop-
pirilashed like nshark’s body in the boiling and
seetling white of & ship's wake; an oid black eni-
lier, with tae clews of her square foresail stretelied
on 4 hooin, was stizgering along within pstol-shat
ot o lovely slope of mnd on the Tilbury side, il o
tug was drugging 8 ting Yankee bark np the river,
bands aloft unbeuding the sails, and the Stripes
and Stars mwaking o brilliaut spot of color against
the sky, under which a fight of windy looking
elonds” were speeding, with a ragged look in their
tails, as if they had been torn out of some solid
Laouly of vapor thut could not be long in comine,
Now that Gravesend wus almost within hail |
w desperately nervous and agitated, and seemed
g“n-:llize, with a deeper sense of it than had yel
comie 10 me, the resolution old Fawke was ilustrat-
ing by his stratagem of sending Florence and More-
combe away together on a long voyage, Evidently
my cousing were perfectly right when they said
that the voung fellow was not to be got rid of by o
lain refusal, The worry in me was rendered
velier by my anxiety to mnle sure that the mu
who was to share my cabin was the fellow 1 fr
be wonld prove, stond watching the passing
shore as we opened Gravesend Heach, and then
presently the old town which 1 knew so well 4 a
point of departure and arrival—for I had always
gailed out of the port of London—hove in view, iis
bits of piers forking out intoa squamdron of wherrics
thut dunced sronnd them, and | saw the windows
f the Falcon Hotel sparkling in the light (muyhe
Florenes was at thut moment watching the ap
prouching ship from one of them, amd it was her
eyea 1 mistook for the suoshioe i the window-
sanes), sud the Tnmber of honses that huddled close
o the rivers edge: while far away down the Hope,
ghinjng like marble i the fitful radunee of the
cloud-swept sun, were the white heiglis of Ulidre,
erowning the visible contines of a streteh of wilor
that was full at that bour of shipping—atrestorun-
der way—and gay with the windy streaming ol
geores of thags, . )
1i was three o'clock by the time the ship was
moure | to s lmoy very nearly abreast ol Graveseod,
auld, armed with a pipe and a swall but powerind
tolescope of my owi,l went forward on to L foge-
castle. whenee I conld wateh the pasengers eom
aboard withont being noticed mysell.  There was g
squaily look in the sky, and it wias blowing a fresh
northeast wind, with an edge of winter il that
suide the pilot-cloth cont | wore & very acceptibie
arment. Uhe women aud childeen on the main-
wk, and the rather squalid-looking gentry wio
fuced the foreeastle or hung uhont the zalley, tor
the warmth and shelter down there, guve, | nu
bound to say, a somewhat slum-like look to theship
in that part of her which they were pemaitted 1o
wse: but when I glaneed at the cleay quarter-de ki,
with the shning windows in the cuddy front, il
the brass-work and painting there, then at the long
sweep of poop, whivi\ ran with a very elear white
surface into the sky that wns ponrite past inclowils,
and they turned my eyes aloft where the howsc-tlag,
dwarted by lu-iﬂll, wis rattiivg ke o peal of
masketry at the main-royal-miasthead, and looked
&t the grand spread of yards, and poticed the frig-
ate-like pose of wnsts, stayed 1o a luar, every sall
with s bunt as smooth as a pillow, the ratlines vik-
ng the shrouds a5 straight aud square as the s
l:uu-. all the traces bauled tout, s s wind giv-
g & winding curve 1o every slick line it e, and
ilunhmu nway out of the topmast rigging with a
ind of angry hiss in its wild hwuming, 1thought
thut it Florenee was viewing the Stratiimore from
otder hwotel or any other luud point, she wotld be
inking her a noble-looking crafs for her cluss and
cLarictor, aud uvt tho less tin to ride the sionoy
seas of the Atlantic and Southern Oceans bocianie
Captain Jackson, R. N., found her deeper than he
ougehit good,
Wel, iates, after T had been keeping a lonkont
for about twenty minutes, 1 spied u boat shove ol
w the steps bebind the poor, abd, bringi gz my
tass fo bear, 1 noticed that the waterman Goa led
ur ue, and that there was & wan sittiug in the
Bleri-aneets. 1 kept the httle telescope upon this
1, aud presently maude out a large mustache, o
White lilly-cock, an eye-glass, stick-up collar, an
8 fignre divssed in & gray coat with a esape, and a
ug over Lis arm, with o black portmantean along-
8icde of him. I had only seen Mr. Morecombe once,
8 jou konow, but the woweot my glass gave e
face of t‘]n follow in tho stern-sheets of thut
all w0 that I could clourly see the fratures of it,
doubis as to the man who was to share my cabin
shed, Reginuld Morecombe 1t was, us cortain

& that it was L'who was watching him! The nime
lug below ought to have convinesd me!
though [ had been pretty sure, | was nol so

Bire ts | was now ; and such was the etoct of this
Linat and fusive evidence upon uio
tl.wugia God knows 1 should Lave reckoned
nyselt in anything but o merry mood, I burst iuto
haken to the heart by the absurdity

g ther without the least suspicion
tention, and setually sharing the
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ignorant of the conspirasy between Hawke and
ft?nt Damaris and Morecombe, I went on to the
quarter-deck ns his boat steered alo: and
watched him come up the ay 1 . He
knew very little about ships, 1 took it, and was
‘I.mudiuzb tra for the first time, I sus-
spected, by the way he halted and stared as if he
didn't know which eud of the vesssl belon to
him; and I dare say he would be %nuéed {ﬂw
crowd of 'tween deck ngers who stood by to
weo him arrive, and by appearancs of the main-
deck, which, with its rows of souttle-butts, spare
booms, hatchway-gratings, ooils of rigging upon
pins, the dirt and confnsion which third-class
passen have a happy knack of bringing along
with lgum as a part of their o mage, must have
presented fo the entirely shore-going eye a very
compheated appearanee,

He paid the waterman and took np his bag, and
seaing him looking aronnd in quest of some one
to inform him what was next to boe done, I step
up to him and said, * Excuso me, sir, are you Mr.
Regiuald Morecombe 17

I’l‘ﬂ howed, and said “Yaas,” and looked at mo
EIEK“_\’ ns if 1h:m!5!‘ul to heaven that some onoe

new him, amid thiswilderncas of ropos, live-stock,
and frowsy passengers.

“Jt was a mere conjecture of mine,” said I, “A
Mr. Reginald Morecombe is to share my cabin, and
if yon_are the gentleman I shall be happy to show
yon wher it is"

* Oh, thur-thar-ank von, thank yon,” said he,
with a_stammer, following me. * How deyvelish
oonfusing n ship iz, This vesewl looks vewy dirty,
who are all those fellalis outside " wmenning the
peanle on the maiu-deck, for we were now m the
cuddy. ;

*Pwoen-ileck passengers,” anid I, “Thisis the
eabin we are to share,” bundling into it. [ found
these trapain the lower bank and suppossd  von
had chosen it.  Baottop or hottowm 1s the same to me,
Yon can have which yon like

He peered with his glass in Lis eye, and said, ** O,
thur-thur-anks. [ think the wader one will snit ma
hest. Tama wretched snilaiv,” grinning palely,
“and the one beneath is the easiest to entor. What
vowy quecar bods for fellahs to liein, But I sup-
pose n man gets nsed to this sort of thing in time.”

1 was in the act of leaving the eahin, helug anx-
fons to wateh for the arrival of Florence and her
aunt, when he said, pulling his mnstaches and
smiling with tremendous politencass, * I balg yoor
pardon—as we are to bo companions in this—aw—
this woom, might 1 be allowed to ask vour name I

T waa within an ace of answering that it was Scy-
mor=the ward was teembling on my _lipe wisa
anddenly remembered, and stammered, ** John Eger-
ton—Mr. John Egerlon, You'll see it on that box
thoere "y and I swang hastily out ioto the enddy,
that he might not sea the conseience-stricken look
which T conld feel as hot as in my face,
stopped a moment to pnll ont the letrer 1 liad ad-
dressed to my unele, and serilihled with o pencil
the followeng postseript: *“‘The Reginald More-
ecombe who is toshare my eabin is Mr. Hawie's
voune friend. Endeavor tolet the old man know
asenrly na possible that I am accompanying his
danghter to Anstralia. T want to have the full
benefit of lis fears and rage, and the sooner he is
told the longer he  will suffer. Would any man
have coneeived the pompons old r»hnv enpahle of
snch an nnderhand stroke as this?  God bless you
all? This heing written, 1 cloged the envelope,
and gave the letter to one of the stewards to put
mnto the bag which wounld be cleared or seut ashore
before the ship sailed, and then went on to the
main-deck in order to take another spellof watch-
ing on the foreenstle; but just as 1 was stepping
ont of the enddy some people came over the gang-
way, the sight of whom sent ma hacking and eow-
ering under the starboard-poop lndder for fear that
Florence might be among the party, They proved
to be five enddy passengers, and whon I found that
my darling wasnot one of them I made my way to
the forsenstle and resnmed my seat there,

You will have seen, my lads, that mueh had not
passed between Mr. Morecomnbo and myself; hut,
little as it was, there was enongh of it to convines
me that my relatives were perfect ly right in saying
that the man was a fool. | may make his words
ook as mueh like his pronunciation of them ns |
enn, bnt there's nn wit that I'tu master of to repre-

sont  the dawdling, affeeted  tone  of  his
voies, the foolishness of  his  smile, the
astonnding good  opinion  of himself that lhe

Part and parcel of

mannged gomehow 1o convey.,
the man his conceit mmst have to strike mo
as it did, at a time when he wis withered by the
povelty of his surronndings that even inaction
wonld have been natoral under the oirenmstanees,
Not that 1 found him less good looking thun 1
thought him that day when 1 canght a glimpse of
him at Rristol seated in old Hawke's enrvinge: bat
for a1l that the few sentences ho had i, and,
above everyihing. his smile, persnaded me that
there wasa world of truth in whot my acut hed
1old m wit his gomd looks disappearing ‘0 his
stupidness when von got elose to bim in talk; and
when 1 thonght of how Florence hud spokenof i
fool, nud remembered that she ol refinwus Tiis

i n fool,
offer of marringe, why, 1 began (o eonsider that,
after nll, perhups nothing  better conld have hap-

pened for e *han that Moreeomba shiould have
fallon into Haw -e's seheme (for Hawke's it was
if 1t wasnuot ;. devil'sh, sinee what was more likely
to complete her disgust of the yvonne feliow Lhan
being placed in the one situation ol all others
which she would be uuable to keep wlear of his
nnwelcome eotmpuny unloss slie imprisoned  lierself
in her cnbint

Full of these agrecable reflections 1 sat, with o
grin npon my face, posing my telescon ready to
Tevel at the first boat that sboald come awny from
Gravesend, The wiml was stronse aid colds no
rain hsd fallen a8 yet, but the elonds were full of
wet, and 1 guessed that we shouid bave a sopping
"ism‘ Oulv a fow of the erew were aboot, the rest
being, as [ might supposs from experisnee, too
drunk to be of ase, 1 was near the scuttle, and
coulil hoar the fellows jabbering and Lreaking into
songs that sounded s if all hands were sensick,
Quect it wis to me to feel, us 1 lovked nronud e
anel spied the first mate stumping the break of the
poup athwartships, an ordinery soamanin the mai-
top nt work an some job up there, the seeond mate
in the wist, singing out to a hand in the foretop.
msterosstroes, and so on, that 1 had nothing to do
with the ship, could go where I Diked, use the
weather-side of the poop whenever 1 chose, and
enjoy more liberty than even my friend Dinie
suppose most wen who have kuoeked off the sca as
o profession have felt wiat L am deseribing, when
they have taken o vOVGREe s jussenger \\‘iui« their
memory of sea-discipline antl work was fresh,

At Dist T began to got rather tired of the Strath-
mure's jorecastle, and, above all, of the wind that
was whistling nippugly into m{ starhoard ear, and
was considering it 1t was to Ll dark belope Florenes
and her aunt came aloard,  As L wasin the aot of
rizing to stretch Joses, aud take a fresh sqnint at
tho flight of steps T befora going aft,
I sjprieal @ bout dra her wherriea, |
waited, but wonld aot seemtol ton inguisitivaly,
for jnst then I noticed young Morecomb poste
the port -|||.1rr-~rllmu|, Tucdiliong tlie slangy's tedescs
whith B wonld Gave fgnnd on brackets wder the
l"i'lJ|l.‘JIll1lIl'i|“lIII' -with hin fare turie iy way,
Prosently he restod the glans on the radl and aboed
it at  the i Bot;  this wWak
my  chanes 1o a lurried  sguint
myaelf, i the moment the Giees of the persons in
thie storn-sheats of the beat eatered the Geld of the
Ionses my heart gave @ mighty throb, Ay, boys,
sl wis coming at last! | hid seen her darling
fucs, the trembling of the feather in her hat in the
strone wind; and thrasting the liotde teleseope into
ket, Twent and posted myself before—or, 48

L otvight sy, belud—the Torscastls
i st e from eloeryation an

iny
| YT YT
Aian, so tha
e eauno over e
Morecombe had di her out, tao, by this time,
and, after looking at Lie hout thirsnely Ltk ey gl
{or o few moments, bo turned Gl aond disappenrod
down the companion steps, 1 Inoked to see him
reappoar on the maine-dock, making sare that he
woulld reesive the budies, bot he did not show up
His munner of leaviog the deck suwgestod

auain, g

to e that he was doing precisely what I wun—
hiding,  But § eid not give the matter very muach
thought, heing fally ocenpied o wiatehing the hoat,
whiose approach flled me with extraordinary acila-
tion and excitement, 10 over a fear bad rison in

litig mwight, ut the last woment, stop

twe Lhat s ¢
I'liere shie

8

my pet fiom comang, it was v now,
wins, nenring the ship us fast us o couplo of water-
men coinhd tow her: tna few minntes sho wonld
in the vesssl, for many o long woek to be oy wildor-
able shipmate ; no more need of two-penny lodaings,
of bmploring Sophis's help, of day after day pussing
withont giving me & sight of her,  Noowonder my
heart beat fust and raptacously,  lod attempted a
hold adveutare, but, so far, all bud gone as
onlered by my own wishes; awd now my durling
and 1 wers to be together until Aunstralin was
yenchid 3 and of what was to (ollow then | i w0
Hethe dovibt thnt, liad she heen cotsing as my hride,
my spirits could nut have beeu more trivwolantly
joyous,

The wind had ralsed a middlmg stilt wobble on
the wuter, and the bost jumped aond tumbled in a
vory hively manner as she came along. Every -
t the spray wonld y over her like a hatfal of
frathers tossed on the breeze, and 1 econld notics
Aunt Damaris, who, of conrse, would be Floropes's
eowpauion, duck and courtesy as the shower blew
along.  ~he wore a toick, grayish-colored vetl, amd
a bt resembiing a man's wide-awake, and ns |
watehed her bobbing i the stern-shoets of that
bont 1 thought to myself, ** What wonld be your

we were not at sea, and I could not sham sickness,
nor, indeed, did I relish a long spell of aolitary con-
finement. Dinner wonld be served at half-pust five
or #ix, and of courss, I could not take my place at
the table, My best plan clearly was not to ﬁ(o aft at
all until it was time to turn in, st whioh hour I
might take it Florence and her aunt would have
stowed themselyes awavy in their cabin. I had half
amind to walk into the forecastle and see if there
were any faces about that I remembered, and then,
reflecting that thero was rather too much dronken-
ness there to make a visit agreeable, [ waa turning
my attention to the 'tween deoks, and planning »
vovage into thoss regions for the ahelter of them
and the seoure hiding-place they would make for
me, when my eye catght sight of a figure in the
hoatswain's lvwrlll. sitting upon s chest, and drink-
ing tes out of a pannikin, which ne hold in one
hand, while he flourished o lump of soft tack in the
other. This berth or eabin was bulkhea led off from
the rest of the forcastle, and formed a kind of wing
on the port side of the deck, » corres mding
structure facing it on the sturboard side. The boat-
swain and earpeater of the Fortia had shared a simi-
lar bedroom in that ship, and the same arrangement
wonld be found, I supposed, in this sister vessel.
slipped over to the door of this eabin, meaning to
ask the man, whoever it might be, i_f he knew at
what honr we wers to get under way in the morn-
ing, when, afruek by ns appearance, 1 looked at him
attentively, and exclaimed, ** What, Jimmy Shil-
ling! aftes all these years—still alive, cht Burely
you rewember ma! '

e took a kind of alow, long look at me over his
pannikin, and then put it down and stood np, * Mr.
Sewyour!” ho exelaimed, * Well, ' Ilowed ! How
are you, sie 1" ; -

This man had been hoatswain’amate in the Portin,
and fonr vears aeo he had looked ten years younger
than he did now, so seurvily does the sca nse her
childron: but his grizzled” beard, the weathor-
phuu:ln-rf look of Lis leathery skin, and the knota
which hanling and priling and swearing and piping
bad tied np aronnd hiseyves aud over biis tewplos,
did not disgitise Lim Trom me, 1 gave bim i et
handshuke, and sat down, bidding him not it

ne, it to go on with his snpper, or W hutever the
sniok he was working at might he stylisl

At that moment in steps the carpeuter, & tarey,
wiry sea-dog, with a bearid like n worn-out sci -
bing brnsh apon his chin, andd strange, pale eyes, as
if thoy haed lost their ealor by Jooka ol to
windward in wel weatl The o itely
inntrodaesd me to him, w arpony he piiled ot lis
fur cap a5 o salutation amd pite leedd it into his hunk,
and then, hanling forth o short, black pipe
from his brecches' poeket, he illed it oat of 4 we 1«
waorn brass hox nnd began very gravely to smoke,

Yo dou't 1weau 1o sey, Mr. sevmour,” sad the
boatswaln, * that you have come 10 sen again

s N Jinay,” said 13 not as a sailor-ian, e
going to Anstralia slong with you—s the old cha-
tev suys, * 1 ve elnbarked into a ship whieh her top-
1 Tet fa!l, nud all anto an eyeland, and where

LH
we never will go home'—bnt_not to soil m{ hands
with vour tlthy grease and tar, No, Shilling, uo

re honling and siav-

more kerping s fookout, 1
g, for this clild,  You may pipe vour v histle and
b hangod—von'll nover get e to danee to it, Fm
a cnddy passenger, my Lively hoarty, taling & sail
yound what the negro ealls thiscircmmnatndar globe
for the fun of watcling others do wihat I'ye had 1o
do myself and don’t mean to do ngain,"” ;

The carpenter grinned broadly bethind Liis pipe,
and the boatawaim exclaimed, * Cnddy passeuger,
eh! sShingles,” nddressing the carpenter, ** uin't the
enddy o pliscs under this poop whers the Jadios Hve,
and where yo gy ﬂllli. by looking, uothiug bot
tirst-eluss eatin’ knockin® about 17
¢ there 1t ain't forrards,” answered the
carpenter; ' loastways in this vessel.”

v And wogood job too” swd Lo " Mr. Shingles,
would you have fadios to live ameng the druaken
Dutehmen you muy bear snorting like hogs if you'll
pule'uu:- car to the fore-souttin 1"

ou'reright, Mr. Seywour, "exclaimed the Lontes
waitn, * Hogs they are, and it's animals after it
there pattern to which satlors have reduced them-
selves, Satlors, do 1eall 'em T Wy, P swaller that
p.‘lllhl‘niu, shingles=bolt it afore ye, while you sit
looking on-if out of this shiyp's colpa o'l be
ahle to pick m o man that Lasn't m [
bas calling than

yapprent e when I fnsdt went

wonths sailoring. "

SRt voin s, mate,” peplicd the earpentor
smoking thomghtfully ; * but there's no wse grumh-
ling, A wadaiunst take things as they eome, 11 ye
can't get Tust-class seamen then ye
with tadedlin® sailors: aml if they'te not to be got,
then vo must be content with niggers, aod scar-

"
el woulld D e .I‘!'ll teseliog alter he bad beeu six !

Hiust f.l u.r'

amonnaes, sid turnplke 1w My argument is,
whatathe uee of cussin’ an MWl you
hinve n g of tolaeco, Mr. Seymonr, sir!™ wwld e

swearin'l

1 took a pinch tor for counpa iv's muke awmd put it
it ey phpe, sl then allat ogee betlinking s
solf 1l these follows were calling me Mr, Seymoar

andd, pndned v osr, b0 no nueertaing uoles fur it
suain bod e most roaring voree that ev
b baige sl B caliing upon sailors to guit thedr beds

r homan

of down and moant the masts, while there was th
trne deop-scn ruible i the ciarpenter's pipes), | I
said, “Jiney oy, Mr, 8 glod, My Nt

abonnd the wore 18 ot Seywmonr, but Lgerton
Will von try think of thnt, my friends? There
aresone pussengersaft who mostn’t on aoy acootnt
kiow ' bere—and ther canonly Brd oot that T

biere, even when | am sitting pmoog them and they |

are Joolking ot e, by Neariig my name. &0 'm
Mr. Egerton, Jinomy, and vou, Mr. Shingles ; wnd
sttt seeond] dog-watel, wlien every ' gone’s go
aloft, aod thoe satlors are st pravers FH tell yon
why I've cone to sea in your i g vt both
sach o varn that you'll never uft it L
s enpling-drons for your hair aguin s long as yon
Live,”

“ AN pight, sir, ™ sudd the boatsviding = Hoegerton's
the waot (TS

e Bere, " warbled Chips;

Note 1o this the beautital gentlemanly spivit of
the suilor,  Had a lnndsian heard e say iat 1 hal

changed my mme, then, nnbess 1 hnd exploioed tha
property was the eause, he w onld straighitway have
Kispurnte d e of apson, forgery, o omrder, and that
1 was tlying to Ausirinha toesoape Hritish § wtiee; |
i Lhe other linnd, these two shell-lueks asked nn
st iona, s L d pothing, simply spid ** Heger-
ton it 18, " aud so monde wn eud of the matter, Hav- |
e gone so far with them, | thooght 1 wonld o
I told themw that ns wy frewl
Ihnipiel . their skippoer, was ashore,
b le are 1o et o certain passenger b
thist I wis in thee shibpy, ool as 1 did not wint
that passcnger until she had been infon |
wos abward, I desired 1o keep [orward or some- |
whers out of gight until bedtiue, and wsked leaveto |
wse their calin, |
“To b sure yon wmay, Mr. Hegerton,” said the |
boitawiin, with a grio, as e put o gile of winl
ito thie aspirant to et me know how copplotely he |
bad suastercd the word, “and of yo'ld Like to sleep
Bieere thine'n vy Dunk sud weleome, |
L hiis bospitable wtier D doclansd, bat 1 told lim of
D" e et e o panmui in of g froon the galley, aml o |
II-- e ul bread, Lshiovld (ool very much obliged to
pius o thiese things he ot once procaced ;. so chat,
soitorl oo Libs ehost, with the fu ol the strong
Cinveinlisg ahe-tobaceo thar « 1
Fimgg 4ty In with the stean
amd the wind making o rushing 1
oulaide, 1 leil us i

L1
Ese 1 e rigan
wore once wors o satlor, am
only widbing for the ondor to tarn-1o to buwlio out

wilh the utiers aool fall to work, 1 had o plessant
Patk with thesse woen aboot the ship, and the skippaor
(w hoan they ol both s  wath before and spaoke
of e bogh terms), aud @ i s wo revived some
olil unil pleasant wemoros; and theo, haviog duties
Lo sttend te on deck, they leit we aloues. It was
wow v, with @ proase of o dark, foal night, |
anil the wind was screeching i sqgaulls overlead,
1 ol iy nose out aud Lowvie] nlong the decks: n
b o hriss-boand appreabioes (Lone stralbmore |
cartied five of thess ** younug goutivmen ") were lurk-
iy aboat the head of o of the poop-ladiders, |
swarl ded o oil-skins, and the second ute, similarly
sttired, wis cabling aboul e solibary ity i
the neighiborliood of the wheel, None of the pas-
segigera of auy tleso x'i;nlll;rl were to be seen ; ] thie
hosertedd, mllh, web decks, the radn Uy iug in clowds
of dhrigaie paast thie toests, e streaiorug rigeing, al
Ll ghimnmy #ay, wlich the shadow of the approwyh-
g bl woas Dast darkening, made a truly misrablo
aid depresang  pletire, I wondercd whuat Mope-

Damaris aud P locenec—=but there was uo  nse
i My present business was to Kill the
g, #»o 1 lighted & pipe, d on looking at
L carpenter’s buuk, Jll“l"f i boulk at the foot of it,
which proved w0 be & colloction of tales of ship-
wreek, aod soveral of theso ywrns 1 read, to the
hoarse secompuuioent of the wind groauing wud
touring outside,

funer-bell rang, the evening gathered, aml
} con laking another look aft, 1 saw thoe
cuddy=lamps abght aad the passeugers eating Hher
tirst dinner aboned e Steathmore, |t
peeritig throwgh the wet, from thoe wrim and rude
tterir of the bontswain's cabin ut that bridlane
cudidy, as thongh I were o "tweenadeck passenger,
wod could only peep aud envy, Uhie e gl breoa
1 haned onten  had, it 18 trae, plogged my appetite;
wiitl, Ired os of thers was enough hunger leaking
out to qualify me o give su opoion on old Drain-
ing's covkery ; and, above all, Uhus sknlking wasox-
tremely disugrecanle, s teniling to make  me
reckon that iy eonrtship wns to consist altogether
of luding and seeking. However, it was not my
policy to go and rise np hef cdarling as 'l

wotidering.

deas, my olil beanty, wers you to know whose syes
iwere gazing st you from the Steathmore's fore- |
castie ! Prosently the bont cawe alongside, uod
in u fow moments Florence and her punt stepped
over the gangway and immedintely went into the
euddy, f-nlﬂlwcml by one of the under-stewanis, with
an araful of odds and ends belonging to them. 1
wont on to themain-deck and posted myself bet weon
the foremast and the galley, out of sight of the

wop anil narter-aeck, whiie 1 considered what |
{;(ull Dost :iu. I had made up my mind not o lot
Florenee see mo until the news of my being aboard
T been given hor by Thompson (who, by the wu,k'.
had gone ashore), 1 was not gumf: 1o ran risks, It
was not for o moment to be doubted that, if Aunt
Damaris got to know | was on the Strathmors,
sho mmﬁl abandon the voynge by that ship
and carry Florence away, with Morocombe, 0
course, 1o their wake, Consequently, even Flor-
once herself ought not to know that 1'was to be ono

of the vessel's ngers, until we were woll atloat
and the mi::t f long

distant astern,
These heing my mu;‘iaﬂntium. I stood debating
what I should do, I no excuse to stick to my
oabin for the rest of the afternoon aud eveuing, for

waore o ghost, aud frighten her,
do if my presence wis not gently mado k
ber s and so, comfurting myself with the r
thiet the necesaity of skuliKing wounld
1 onee inore ;lm-kul up the book of shipwreok
woenl on resding walll Jiwmy and  the earpeater
ciine into the cabin,

Nocompany do | iitke hettor thun sailors, and the
conversation of these twomen was o real entertain-
moent, It wan evening, the anchorswateh had boen
net, nored light was burning on the foresiny, and
there beimg nothing raure to do bl the tug came
alongside 1 the worning, the curponter and boats-

| wain were at Liberty to yoro and siooke ns long us

they pleased, and theo tarn i, Uhreshold iwpres-
snogies wlhich belong to the st step o any
womentons matter, are slways lively and lasting;
and that, no doubt, is why L reeall the picture of
that berth more vividly thaa | can ses snyihing
else in  that vanished nlur—-lhn oil-lmop hke a
cotles-pot, hunging overheud ; the two buuks, with
their rough turniture of coarse blunkets aud mat-
trosses, which looked ns old as Captain Cook's
thoo, and as if they had been muking voysges
round the world ever since; the Hup table, ngainst

figint led abont for hils brass box |

| ber of my

|

|

|
cotabe was doing- whether he was with Aunt i I

|

|

|

the ship's side; the battered sea-chests, upon which
meny a peund of stick tobacco munst have been cut,
to Judge from the web-like notchings along the
edges of the lids; the oflskins and sou’

han u.%on nnllwtnoorne looking like soamen
who committed suleade, The lamp cast n nar-
row stream of light through the sliding-door on to
the deck, throwing ont, u t o fow
links of the huge cable that was stretched
along he windlass, & coil of gearnpon a belay-
ing-pin at the foot of the foremaat, and such thin
It was strange to hear the rushing noiss of the
wind and the mtl;lnq of rain,swept throngh shronds
and stays, and yet feel no motion {n the hull; for the
night was so black, and the sounds aloft so ocean-
like, that it was almost impossible at times to rea-
lize that we wereon thesmooth Thames, aud Graves-
end pretty noarly within musket-shot,

Not chioosing to go supplerless tobed, and yet not
earing to make the stoward wonder by asking him
for something to eat, 1 partook of a bit of fresh
beef  which  the  boatswain  brought ont
from o slislf, aod one  hell 1alf-past
eight) having beoen struok on the quarter dook,
1 rolieved mﬁ ontertainers of my company, know=-
ing very well that the poor, tired fellows wounld
turn in and fail fust asleep the moment my hack
was turned.  The rain had eeased, but the sky had
n wild look, aud the decks wers full of watér for
the wunt of ‘n list to carry the wet throngh the
soupper-holes, 1 'made my way aft and came to s
stund n}lxm-_m-lhn enddy front, throngh the win-
dows of which [ eould command a view of the in-
terior without heing soen,  Dinner had boen cleared
away o long while hefore, The place looked to me
1o ba Lull of people, and Inoticed the newiy married
conple, whose nimes [ afterward hoand were Mr,
.‘nlul_.\lhl‘ .\lnr_-nu-lnkv Mortimer, Captain Jackson
I N.. and his wite, o young gentleman named
I'hompson Tueker, Mes, O'Brisn, one or two other
larlies, and at the ‘thwartship table at 1
Flormaee, Aunt  Damaris, aod Mr, M
When L saw thut follow talking to the auut,
Flovenio sitting quictly alongside, my old i
wisgiving eebnrned, [t Jooked alwost eertain that
sl must have known Morscombe intended to pe-
company ber, otherwise, eould 1 suppose, if o hud
caeaked on board as 1 hind, that he wonld have had
the enurage to discover hinwell within an hour or
twoof herarvival ¥ Just s | was swie, i the annt
tearmed that 1 was on bosed sl woald forwith carey
hor wiece aahiore, might not e, e the same wiy,
have fearcd that if Florenes koew that he was go-
fog to make the vovage In the ship sho would ingist
npon leaving the yeasel 1 OF course he enjoyed an
immense advantage over me by having Aunt Da-
maris om Lis side, aud o anght presome apon that
ke lus presence known to Florencee, Nover-
thel=ss, it rendered me extremely unhappy to soe
liim thers i that warm, eomfortable, brillinnt
0 |-!rl:,', eliwe to Florenes, amd ehntting with the
aunt, and pot alile to sattsfy my mind that his voy-
are hoad been arranged  withont the giel's knowl-
eden,

I'be better to soe her T went on to the poop, for
they were 11l thres of them sitting well within
rans of the afier skylight—=bnt it was too dark to
sivs which of them it was, The wind was mighty
Koen, having grown tiu wrtherly and coming very
fresh, J wulked to the after skvlight and loc
doxn, and thero nnder me was the beantiful fores of
thie garl forwh I wan taking all this desperite
tronhle and heaping discomforts npon my  head,
Hud she been alone the sight thut skylight framed
would have boen He n vision: for the blackness
stood all aronnd the lumdnsted ebods, and the deck
was dlark too, =0 that the eadinnes of the lamps, and
the face anid glittering bafe of Florenes, and the
s ell of her lovely bosow roumdine above the tahle
on which she restoill her olbiow, with lier white hapd
under her elin, were all eontained in o kimd
of Inmauons square: It nnfortanately for the
beauty of that charmiog night-pivee Aunt Dunris

noil w0 woas Mre, Morecombe,  There they
throe of them, and | wn d the Ior

whsini

WETP, At
tony minntes I sfood overhanging that skvlight, bt
during thut time I never eould datect that Florenee
noke ovee: neither did 1T observe that che ever
turnedd b wi toward Mr, Moreeombe, It wonld
lee il £ it the oxnet expression in that light;
the gluss wa .

wot, aud the moistare made its trau
»: bt if there waa t
nedid peide in ber £

A bl
PEATANCR it (TR i
i prolonged squint at Aun
linad canght of her, ns yon will
vou, ot Bristol, but thie impression lefr
1 what 1 wow saw, thepefore, was
freali ad new tome,  She seemivd alumit sixty
vears old ; very sharp featnres, o lone, narrow nose,
W thin Lips, and swall, restless
was groy, and she was very
ware twi olid-Tash-

eeMLIDELY sl §
UL

a witle mwnth w

baki about

ticd matta.s front of her ears,
shel iy Do A . watin, for the st
gl wver whie e Inra,
i pleaty ol pilshon | k
e B &' h of lnce, or so thing of 1l Frual,
ththe ouds hnnging down in fent of b She
Ll the appearanee, b oam bodd fo say, of nre-
etal H-toedin oldd lanlw,

I, o | was staring down ot them T aw |
Flaretens leats toward ber aunt, say sowething, and |
tlyne pise s e old woran Hited hor exes to e nnid

rd to stulate; theo, ppparentiy thinking
Lt ter of it i town, il mliook hnnads with
Mr. M . hsit Florence give him s >
vhliin w that the sight of
hn dls 1o her in o raptntaiis

barrath re was notl
ekt Il franmed bint 1 t
too o below hy the coldy e
o grerions 1 laisd wotieod stusging
ollvow aind b nt
CATO VO e K o
L, 1 eeplind

whint wwne 17
My, Johin E
"y it

chinf nficor.

1 k1) ave
ditl von come nhoand, sie 1"
“ Lo the doeks"
e continuned to peer nt me s though he conld

not isloe up lies medid Bs to whether | was an Irish
nasassiti of the latest  Foglish wurderer; bat
whien, o reply to the gquestion, 1 gave b the nam-
cabitn wmd the mune of  the porson
who wos to shars it with me, he exclaimoed,
S, it all mght, sir, of eonrse,” and rosumnd

hw walk, This matter, trifling a4 it was, never-
theloss  lhugely  disgusted  wnd  anooyml e,
a1 owas never more disposd 10 carse iy
wolf for a fool for putting myself into sitio.
tions  full  of  mortideations  miscons
wiud the  obligation of  sueakiog W

inie, 1 lingeeed 0 fow minntea on the  poap, ot
elinising that the mnate shonld flatter Wimself he
bl histened my departure, Thers was no rain, ot
i dnrktiess was thickened with o rolling aml vd-
dying mad that sotet e deove past the oo
fod wievlights Jike bursts of sremn, Vhe Bghis at
Gitivenend twinkled windily, and the oo of the
igeh Dansed beliind woas visible in o deopening black-

teas whove the winking, (okering the,  Tha
river, oo the Light abroast of lovl away
dowens ns far as the Hope, looked as of o golpxy of

r4 were hovering over its gloomy witersg hnw
v vessels those lanterns pepresented Teonld not
Bnnigine, bt any onsmight casily soppose (ron Vhe
||'-|u-.mm------|"thu- mdttndions shuning that an
Binnense fleet had bronght ap o Giray wseapl Weach
Most of the lights wepe stutionary, but here and
there yon wounld see one rotl o wned stegering with
i swerping movement pon the darknes, denuvting
st sl eraft tossing upon the Little sen which
the strong wind hol roosed o the niver, » It lis i ovwas
ab band over the side the wa er glioanered anid
the deep night-shndowa in dull flashes of pallud

| frothy, nod washed iooa croneling somd along the

onless vessol, making the radder
jur el sgeckie Wit s fwint eattling of the tiller-
chains in the lTeling-shonves, Atop, the noiso of
the witd wis like tie shearing of oosade thirougl u
forest, bt many a wild aote there was in additon,
twangved on the harp-dike rgeing; sod vou conld
uot have stood and listened for e minutes, with
the sobbing of the water to help your fancy, with-
ont bishioviig that o world of plintems ad come
down  on the wimes of the wind and alighted
ulightod on those darkling spars and fuintly glim-
toring ynrds—ghosts of mothers singing to wiailing
va, ithosts of rined oo groaning i their mis-
vt of pund women shiriek g o toooeat,. A
WL mates, s von all know, for what
s thomglits have not pan ioit T thongh to find
I i + sl e o

besneds ol onr

-
3
=
¥

lesgues away out ot sen, on the for tle, say,
whiero you tay be alone, for off thevo wme the helas-
wan, atd the officer of the wateh to Keep yolt eon-
Py, with a composite burning at the fore-yard-
e, el the ocean s wild and buriing shiddow
avoumd you, with the desolnte glint of foam under
the bows aud trailing ma lne astem, waking the
deop us s a0 wintor laodsenpe with a sweop of
Liown snow  lying ou tho black land under the
blucker "1‘}'. .

A few minutes of this worn a8 much as satisfled
me: I went on to the gquarter-dock apd jooked
thromgh the enddy  windows, Florence and Aunt
Dusiaris ad withdeawn to thein el all
the ladyes Bl potived, and the Abpitibs ol
the euddy wers o gronp of three or fonr men, More-
combo nnong them, sipping grog ot that part of the
tuble wiieh was nearest the stove,
seolni the road cloar, I entored, walkod straight

| luto my cubin aud weut to bod,

FE S
CHAPTER XXI—=MHE, MORECOMBE 1S BEA-SICK.
Had | been o sailor just turned in after huving

been twonty-four hours on deck, I could not have

| fullen usleep more quickly nor slept more soundly,

At what bour Mr. Morecombe eame to bed Ido not
kuow. I never heard him, though he was the first
thing I rememborad in the morning when I awoke
and saw the autimn sunsbine standing like n wall
of silver agaiost the thick glasa of the large seut-
tln or eirontar window. I put my head over the side
of the bunk and saw him underneath, He was
wide awake, and instautly sang out, *Halloo!
Good-morning!™

“ (jood-morning!" I answerad,

“1 say,” eried bo, ** can yon tell me the time § My
old turnip has stopped, and hang me—aw—if 1 kuow
whethier 1 ought to got up or not,”

1lvoked at wy watch that was inmy waistcoat,

slung within reach. “A quarter to eight,” sald I

“At what hour do wo breakfast, do you know,”
said he, poking his lags out of bod, and looking
about for his small clothes,

“Iroally can’t say, If you'll put your head ont,
the steward will tell you, if he's in sight,” I re-
plied, debating within myself whether to get np or
sham indisposition and have breakfast in my eabin.
1decided upon the latter, aud accordingly lay down
agiin, drawing a long face as I turned my nose up
tothe deck above, Theship was on alevel keel,
but there wos & tremor of passing water in the
light outside, and I might guess easily that we
were in the wake of a towing tug. It was pretty
plain, however, that we had not been long under
way. Fine as the weather might bo now, there was
too much weight in last night's wind to leave the
water ealm in the river's mouth where the channel-
swoll wonld be, snd I reckoned by the feel in the
hull that even if we had passed the Nore, Prince's
Channel was still some distance abead,

Morecombe puton his drawers and boots, and
opening the cabin door, peered out, catehing sight
of one of the stewards, ascertuined the breakfust-
Lonr and then sald to me, ** We breakfast at a quar-
ter to nine,  Would you like to get up ? becanse if
8o 'l go to bed nntil yvou've done dressmg. It's a
dayvalish tight fit fortwo,” snyshe, look ing around
hin, * and dom me if it isn’t too cold for tubbing.
Buppose thore's u buth-room somew here?”

1 shaw't get up,” said L, I don't feel very
well”

“Not sea-sick, are yon1" he exclaimed. *Oh,
hang it all, you can't be sca-sick yet. Woy, the
ship isn't woving.”

“lvsnot the movement; it's tho smell” said I
“ [t's what they eall the bilge-water. Soifl strongly,
and vou'll ses what I mean " 3 and I gave o bit of a
graut,

“ Dhan e if T going 1o snifl,” says he, Don't
anell anything wrong naturally, and don’t want to
faney things, [say, didn't you tell me yonr name
wiis Egerton 7

# You'll see it on that box there,
tending to spenk with an etfort,

Any relation,” says he, lathering himself for n
shinve, * 1o the Tallin Laurtons W

“ NoJ' 1 repliod, knowing that the fellow had a
lot of tithed connections, and that [ must mind my

I repliad, pre-

wioplfon  Park  Fgertons, pwaps?" said  he,
flourisling a hzor,, aud squinting at himself in the

:""Llll',,'-;.’iﬂ\“!.

“Nathing to do with them,” T answered.

“ st the Ellesmers fanuly, then, or pwaps it's
Wilton * swid  le, awalting my donswer  before
wprplying his raeor,

“ 1t o Kentish family,” said I, in a faint manner,
“ Thers wern five of us, connting my pareuts, and
I s the only one surviviog,”

1His mind went to work upon this answer while
Be shnved, but he didn’t appuiar to make much of it.
Wien ‘r'.lli jurly wus over be said,

“ Whnt's taking youn to Austwalia—hailth

STty i, sadd L% Lord, isn't the ship heaving ?
or enn it e the bilge witer fr

w Davvhish odd,” eried he; “ deck’s as stewdy as
aned, o whatever bilge-water may be, dooce take

{1 can smell anytiung wrong.
0" s 1, % perhaps you're an old sador, It so,
it st fadr to langh at me.”

WOl sadlor!™ eried he, * Well, I've done a hit of
vachting Lord Alchester =know
v =T 1 1l=* but  1'm as ignowant
of the w w—ships of this Kinl—haw—
by el lowing, Mo so, dooey take

4« | nmoof tu

[ papi Mistor Egerton- look he-aw—n man can't live

loug withoat Hnding out that tailors are fwightful
thieves el heastly  billsdiscounters, Glad  to
think that ol Helwon, Madox of Bond Street—
know him 1 1 replied that 1 did not, © Mudox isn't
his wight name,” continned he; % ean't say what
it b, sl enese me i L eare. Glid to feel T owe him
thwoe hnndrsd s, thongl. i
soint aned follow e, you know, ho! ha!
to Anstwilin befire 1
1 wsedis & sonpnal thnt might pass for Yes or No,
SV ulgnr peaple, the Anstwalinns, I heear, But
: ev can't help it I we send ot oons
i st it 18 too maeh to ex-
i to be et lemen,  Had o
vong, wwl they'd ewansported it,
w, you might expect to tind a
il there—uh. kuow nn ald
V't tell voa where Lis lives—
poney that his cabin wouldn’t
OF all the old snobs—wly, e
wsalwanen as if ot bad
ewir s whereas Pl bet
il ||>' Stanles, vl inve .
and. A fellow can't help
you know, bt it s o

He can’t takea
Ever hoen

dasitl prives panee wlhien he not ouly
i s liis hottaws, but tiies to puss hunselt olf s
ol of them,™

1 retervnen to Alphonso—=for what otlier old
Austra v oeovl slonld Lie wonn T--as a cil wis
oxin grevalife Looaue, = Little you waot, wmy
ITts ol frieeal,” thought 1, ss D wiatehed it
i ¢ his Bide sed pottesgon s hagh, stiek-np
okl e ew alb that vou say ks belng takien o

sulat S Whe, 1oever should limve devamd

Lt ponttite was suell s chiatterbox, nor snel
v oottt ass, os s conversation prosvesd him
to b Wi it vory saeprisigg thst Florénes shoulid
ik 1 v Lol wed despise Do and rejodct lim ¥
How would wonpe wake love ! Even his good

Lowikow, b5 1t biegaany bo pefoeive, woae elivitive
sy i the fiest fapression, 1 hid thonght  lom
Batidsotiie, s von know, when § saw him i Bristol,
arid bonibseomne e was s bty as 1 olay with iy eyes
v i o, 1 oreckoned that the gl Ue poarrial
o pissd to be s geeat an whiot as le, not to hud
ey wd ty ansipad diter u e ihoor twoe
3l Lo thats fellow, T amw annoyed to feel that
1 ownuot poat Loy betore vou witl the right Kind of
et paeture troe to libe, B b nosort
pperssible 0 express o weiting ; le
garnished N 0 e with o variery of onths—of
(TR TTIRET ) T vl gl Kind, wo donbe, aned
guste mn keeping witl the charsetor ol youig swoell,
Tkt which ‘I i obligeil toosotien o ouit, wid so
socrifien o charneteristie 1 remember o by, Awd
b sndtl = aw ™ and * haw " just as Soploe Tuel e
s el Gindded, T Ganeted Teondid deteot e somree of
Huwhe's arist tie prominne it ion and hesitation),
thad, woere o the

valor o i
ol sfaininey

bdt i ninn Sl LR EE 1)
pest pooin, aned yon o besed one of  thirse aws, yon
wotthl B ahle 1o put o periect i ol Fhie man
| LIRS Cmeredy Tren cateanng e coneet, the
T y the bupuaident sugyestion ol eondesca-
ot and 1 know not whnt ethoer thaigs, that the
sl vony eyl

LLavitie tieshod deessing, Teosadid, potring on his

bint, * bt we haven't leit Gwavesond, dem aoe ot 1
don't g ashore il bave o bk ot the place, o
soircely tie vesteritay o do wore Plan get o it of
Sipee 1 have the bo-ah of twavelling, 1

Incligest on 2
witiy as well see all 1 ocan, sl as Gwivesend s o
o whers  the cowmmon  peoplo  go amd et

pl .
showitnps 1 the sumer, © onght to be able, when
ety to el wmy twiends that I've been ovew

it

1 il mot vndeesive the man, ol ns e wis ey
it thie conbinn b asked o to be gountl cnoughl o sl
Pl stownnl  tooue, Fhin seemed 1o astonish buo,
for hie supl, * Uwidingwy you shioanhd fee ) sem-siv k.

1 wouve (1 now, by George, wlat"I vou doowlien
we get ont npon the sean 87 He then went awany, anl
preavatly the steward arvived, o swart Little nun,
i round jucket aid bow-Tegs, nnaed Hay

WA hen breakbist 15 ready, et e bove o cap of
toa ol sanethaog Do ent o, witl you " said 1

“ Yow, sir,"”

WA Lore are we now, steward 1

e thie wirp, _-||_f' he nnawersl, naming the wall-
known steetel of viver betwixt the Nore pudl the
L Deop,

“ 1w the eaptain on deck 1

6 s gaist gote dnto s cabin,”™ replied iy,

o [legse go ot ones widd tell bim that bis frend,
Mr. Juek Egerton, will breakfnst e bis cabin, but
that lue ||r|'||'-‘ to be abie to goon deck during the
wlternoen.”

1 knew that Daniel would understand my mea-
fog, for, you see, on reculling s short memory, |1
waun adranl That he wonld torget to tel) Florenee 1
was abonril, unless 1 employed some means (o
peanind him of his promise. Howoever, 1 was speedily
eusal of thnt tear by the steward returning,

# Phe captain s compliments to yon, s, amd he
vertainly hopes you will be well enough to cotne on
deck this alternoon, sl perhaps betore, He'll ook
e ipon Non, sir, altor breakinst.”

Woell, there Llay in my bunk, sometimes langhing
to myself notil 1 was Like to split, when 1 thought ot
Morecombe and the wonderful wbsurdity ol vur
shuaring the same eabing wml then falling 48 grave
ws o Jucige, wnd feeling o kind of tremble I
through we, when Ltarned my mind to Flomenes,
and wondered how shie would  receive the news of
puy being m the ship, and what sort of greoting she
woull give moe when Daniel * introdoeed * us,
wrbled out lier Joeket, which, yon may reckon, boys,

wore diy sl night, and foumwl a sort of strength
in kissing it 3 for, ofter all, 1 considersd she pinst
like men den 1 more than o little bit, to have
sont me that keepsake; and she surely would not
like o leas for following bher to the waorld's end, as
I was Liternlly domg,  Anyhow, she should not use
wie worse than she bl treated Moreeombe, if thore
wis any meaning in the manner 1 spied in ber when
I pocred through the sky-light last night ; and
whien 1 recalled the bit of behavior 1 had taken notice
of, it sueprised me thiat the wan should  be uble to
curey himsell so cusiy us he dil in bis imbevile con-
vorsation with mwe; for, knowing how her coldoess
wonhl attoet me, | fonud it mighty haed to under-
statd libs indidleronco—tor so 1 seemed—evon when
1 el e the wost lberal wllowanes for bim as
conieeited tool, who wos eocksure o bis own mind
of winning the girl sconer or lutor, mnd wus only
astotishod that such a killing, lovely, highly con.
neoted . ereature should ot linve been ustantly
aoceptod,

The tirat breakfast bell wps rang, sand half an
hour luter I conld hear ull the passengers ot table,
woregnilar hom of voices, broken by the elattering
of plates, snd now il again the loud, distinet
toues jof Cuptain Jacksou and Mrs. O'Brien. [

(To be Conlinted.)

NOTES FROM THE MARQUIS TSENG’S EURO«
PEAN DIARFY,

and gardens, however, are lald out on n most exto,
senle, wnd eare
-Imp[lc.'lt]. These of
vary In slze from oue to three miles
Hure they show no o
wmatter of lawd, and ow muoeh eare npon the noeat ar-
rangement of such places, thereby embaodying the saxig
trausmitted by Mencias, that © it the people are made to
shiwre In the means of enjoyment, they will cherish no
feelings of discontent.,”  Hotl Franee and Eugland are at
one i the above respect. The Euglish execl in their nse
of wuys aud weans for the sequisidon of wealth; tho
Freuch delight In extravagance sud wiste.  With the
former, the result of the genoral eagerness (o got rich is
thiat everyvtolng, however inferdor in quality, s ligh-
priced, white with the latter extravagance hus beconic a
untioual hntde, and prices kiow wo boands,  Such is the
difersuen between the two counitries—n difforonce, how-
upon the

ever, which entalls the sane luconvenlence
truvellerdn efther ense,

I accepted s mvitation to go to President Grévy's one
eveniug, The los itations were bssued some days belore-
Dand by bis wife, At about 11 o'clock wo retired to the
bintl-rownn, whers dancing wns kept up for s oy
the West men and women follow their owr cholee In msk-
g marviage alllances, snd the original idea in fnstito o,
lln:l:'hur purties was to facilitate the arrangement of nu'.-g
COntradta,

All Western instifutions have existed In the past in
Ching.  For l-x,am‘illl'. In the West articles of louse
hold use ars fnvarta -l{ carved and engraved with Lasta
anel pentness, the jdea betug derived frowm the inseriptions
found wpou woblets, cups and like utensils of antique
dute n Ching, Tt may be sald that steamers, stoan en-
eiues, and such ingenlous eontrivances were nuknown in
juist ages. Hy sueh an sssertion, however, the fact is
nenored Wt echanbeal lngenuity depends upon mate-
rinl resources, sand varles according to a nations pros-

}nrlhyu lurI devay. . uu“hmllu A nmvﬂ?:l re-mi.rm full,
wechanien urts o ot n ol
thimes China  had  no lm‘llltns of nm‘hmgil:.:i

ppplianocs, but as her natfonal prospedity eraduslly de-
avhm-. her people felHnto tdle n{ul &u‘fm- h:.l.rltn:rund.
wechnnical arts gradually died out.  As, by @ glanoe ot
what kurops ntow fa, we may seo what Ciina once was, 50
by noting whst Cliinn pow 18, we muy learn what Earope
will vue day beeowmn. The thne will arrive when Western
workeraft, now so setlve and superdor, will grow inept,
anid Western ingenulty glve way to hutaelike sim Iir.lr 7
The fact 14, the earth’s productions are not suflicleut to
perovide for the manifold wants of ita countless people,
und detertoration is one of patare's laws,

On Mareh 27, 1879, 1calld upou Beaconsfleld, e
I & man of marvellous sttainments und great declston
of chanwter, aml though over sevealy yearsof age,
shows o slgns of physical deeay. The Euglish look
upos him a8 the Giest Wall of thelr eountry.
bewn given to usderstand that d the struggle Le-
tween Russin and Turkey, lhle%
thelr wenkness, were prepared to sue for pesce on any
teems the Russians might wish to lopese.  Beacoustleld
saw that it wus nst the Interests of England to
nllyw Russia to carry out ler destgus upon Turkey, and
it wus eutirely owing to him that British troops wers
ciployed to asslst Turkey and thwart Bussin, The
gt Mimsters uud members of Parllament lu Eogland
lIl?llHll!l!\'t‘ll of the use os foree, but Beaconsfield, not
Levding thelr remonstrances, twoved the troops and wade
sl o demonstratfon of war that Russis took fright and
flonlly necepted the English conditions. Benoonstl li's
rq!mtunun wis greatly enhanced by this stroke of poliey.
When he goea to the Houses of Parllament, old apd
FouuE, women and ebildren, Mook thither to get o sight of
r lis words. As they watch dignided
lispers of approval awd respectful defercuce
£ adtudration of the man, Bedcoustield, thongh
far wdvinend In years, {s so pressed with pubtle bustness
LAt fotelgn envoys wluhhn% to seo itiu have to Grran e
the tlme of ueeting beforehiand by letter, and s [ foi-
lowesd bl same course,  His manner was wraclons and
cottrteons; Lis wonls few and bupressive, Our conversss
ten wus cotitined to ondinary topios,

consclons of

-
CURIOSITIES OF LONDON TRADE,

From The London Sbind oed.

The Retail Fish Trade of the metropolis contines
to b ot of the mysteries of the awe. Letters in
onr columus show that there is a marvellons difier-
pice in the price of fish in the Central Marker at
Furring<on roml and as sold by the fishmongers as
thie West-end and elsewhere, and inguiries which
we Love Jirceted on this subjeet prove that the dif-
forenee is o real and substantial one, It is not
merely that fish may be enught ap now and then ut
a low prive, or just ot the fag end of the day, or at
the tinish of the we Vienrespeakiog of the gen-
eral siele of charges day by day, wod at all hours of
theday, Nodoult,on o Satundey eveuing, tishoat fe
Central Market is otten sold at a speciatly low
prive, and m the expectation of such s result thers
1 frequently o throug of purchssers, cobsisting
lurgely of the working classes, who are thus benes
titedd by the establishent of this new centre for the
tals trwde,  This itsell is a matter for congratula-
pron, bt it 15 far wore mportaust to observe that
the regular seale of charges displays a moderation
of pront which makes cheapuess o standing charoe-
teristie of the market, ‘The public are swakening
to the fuct, and the troe state of the case eanot e
too widely known, At the same thige it is neediul
thut a just eomparizon should be made, and that
reasounlile anticipations only should beentertained,
A visitor to the Central Market the other day,
who wished to purchase a prime piece from o cod-
tish, wus told that the price wassixpence per ponnid,
“0h," sl the visitor, ** but 1 see the prices ki“.a
in_ The “tandard at threepence and fourpence,
“ Yeu," saul the salesman, * but vou muast buy the
whole fisle” When the would-be purchaser -
<iated thut he onght to be able to have a cut from
the widdle of the fish for the lower prices, the sales-
i setthed the matter by sayving: * The only au-
swor | ean give you is to refer yon to your local fish-
monger.”  Aud he was guite right.

Tl spuestion 18 one not loited in its incidenes to
the wetropohis, Mr, Havwan, the superintendent
ol the Central Market, is recei ving a Hood of letters
frot the provinees, i which the writers compluin
of the enormous price charged for fish in their sev-
eral localities, aud mquire whether they can be sup-
plied trom Lotsdon on the ters which they see men=
i Jhe stondurd.  One which arrived o day or
from Cambridge was from a lady, wheo
hat her tradesman. was charging her from
1 for codush, All round

wiling the Isle of Man, sinlae
Vb AT i Il letters thus received uee
dover to the salesmon in the market,
1 are left o eommnunicate with the wr
| Lere 4, at least, one salesiean whomakes it a leads
itg teature of Lis business to supply connitey orders
of this kind, sencing off parcels of Gish by train, the
recoiver pasing the carnige, . This is a growing
Lsitess, il wonst nlioately have its infdaenee on
local prives.  Lowdon is eyually beginniog to feel
the cileet of the Centrul Market, The attention
diswn to the siubjeet 5 telling upon the high=
priced trade in the fashionable guartors, as weil as
pon the wididlescluss Gsh trade, A kind of ** sen-
sartion " in beite ereated wlich may be considersd
Beadthiv, if lostimg. It is guite possible that the
At e itation will be et by o reduction in the
atlinge price of fisleat the shops, bt there wnst
continual reterence to the Central Market if
is to bea permanent abatement of the local
elutrges,  To what height prices would go but for
the presence of this wholesome chieck it 15 diienlt
toosay, What can be done i the way of putting
npe the price was shown a bitle tune ago, w ‘]I:ﬂ ihe
best cuts toone codish were selling at O5d. and td.
In-!- potnad in the Central Market, the suwe quality
wingg metoally e Leted at s, Gd, in a8 West-cml
thorvughitare, B the public will pay the price they
will bave todo so; but if purchasers ave vtherwise
disposed they can escape sueh exactions,

A FATHER'S LOVE

Froy The Aluny Frpress,

T happencd to e in Greenticld, Mass,, one day
Al work, Al |oasw w traln eomne U frove Cie West, liave
tng al bt 10 0w Drmwiig-roost conch contalulug  bag
hroe ilbvidnads, Thers was & dylng woman  aud hep
tadd: the thaed wos W kindly, but sadsfoced ol wan.
Phe car wis switohe! on & slile truek, the bilwls wera
red, and the woan white Siee of the deiog Luly  looked
it frow Linr eoack aput the @omrtons valley 0 the East.
Uhve Doewgulveg siin wias Wl fully spring-tke. Mints
B wpen thie diptan wnnte it the el sl fonige
Fide vinldey was Bontlusd i o Solt and renader Bzhl,.  Never
Wik b Reutler winter's Ay ang wever Gl lwman fuee
disjuay groater tervestiild oy than d sle who was
*honie wpEain,”

Ul story, ws T hoard i ar the statlom, wus sl but in-

toresting. A wealthy residien® o f the uelghberliosl nad

lovedy daughter. Bhe won soughl for Sy many, Lbal “ s
young Lewlinvar curms out of the West™ apt carrvied
uwiy the pitav. We ook hrto his ludrin the . wilds of
New-Mexico, Alter u vear she stokenod, and her ety was
tor hier old New-knglund bome.  Then, wiirn the onid wan
ponr, ber futher e, s e him the dytug woman wilers
o bir yoarningm—toe heeathn ber last &yl tho scones of
her eldlidbiowel, Talk plbout o busbamd's bove! Pabaw !
What isit boo faners or g wotbve's | The busband had
st 1L was fmpossthle; the Carbier declired hor oue wish
should be granfed.  The doetor susisted there was
bt w weok  of  Hee, The  telegraph  wires
worn put ln motiow 3 e drawhng-room  car aned an euging
were securnd anid w Wiid-cat frain cume dssiing wadly
to the East in order sk n weak wousn's Jesbpe mighs
be geatitieed  Thonsands of dollsrs were spout sud the
tenilereal care sxerelsed, bt wll wos re by the Joy
ullmntt white face o g:‘i'ur window,

[i-ilay slie may Le , for all [ know.  If 1t he so, she

bas died it peace, and & futher's love has socotbod &
dunghter's pathway to the grave, How we are given to
Mentimentulaing lusuch mattors! 1 Lotuk of ber ws of th

ontio Nell of Dickets—no slsep so besutiful aud cal, so
ree from trace of paln, so o look =fﬂl
soeiued o oreature fresl from e band of God, aud walt-
lug for the breath of e vot oue whe Lad

erod death.”
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